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the holy land:   After weeks of bombing and civilian deaths, 

the recent ceasefire in Gaza is a welcome development. It must 
also be a reminder of the support we need to exert for it to 
have meaning. The Lutheran World Federation has called for 
an immediate lifting of the Israeli economic blockade against 
the Gaza Strip, urged international efforts to relieve the suffering 
and destruction there, and appealed to all parties to refrain from 
violent or provocative actions.  Other issues that need raising 
include more new Israeli settlements in Palestinian territory, 
and the scale and accountability of U.S. military aid to Israel.  

LPF members are sharing and acting on a number of efforts 
by Jewish and Palestinian groups to expose the truth, lift up 
nonviolent responses, and promote negotiations to address 
both Palestinian and Israeli interests. See our website for links.  

lpf national gathering:  LPF members from around the 

country are convening to share peacemaking strategies and 
vision, strengthen our network, and refresh participants in one 
of the most beautiful settings imaginable.  

Many Seattle area LPF members have for years attended 
the large annual Fellowship of Reconciliation gatherings held in 
the Pacific Northwest.  FOR – whose members have included 
Martin Luther King – helped organize a dozen religious peace 
fellowships, and it has served as a link among us, from Baptist, 
Episcopal and Presbyterian, to Buddhist, Jewish and Muslim!  

LPF is planning to gather in tandem with the 2013 FOR 
conference on July 4th weekend, at the Seabeck Conference 
Center.  This is located on a long inlet of Puget Sound with the 
Olympic Mountains rising in the background.  

While we will have several LPF workshops and gatherings 
we’ll also have opportunities to mingle and share with members 
of other peace fellowships and FOR.  Seabeck has modern 
dining facilities, and both individual and shared rooms looking 
out over the renewing sight of mountains, trees, and water.  

If you are interested in attending or want more information, 
please contact Glen Gersmehl -- our national coordinator -- at 
lpf@ecunet.org or call 206.349.2501. Come join us!  

LPF volunteers and staff have worked for many months on a 
major web site upgrade to make it more welcoming and 

easier to use. Take a look: www.lutheranpeace.org 

politics front and center:   Many crucial programs that 

help those most in need will be significantly affected by politics 
in Washington, DC in the coming weeks.  

Recent ‘fiscal cliff’ negotiations did some good:  unemploy-
ment benefits were extended for a year.  Programs that help 
low paid workers – the child tax credit, earned income credit, 
tuition tax credits – were extended.  Social Security, Medicare 
and Medicaid weren’t touched.  For now.  But many programs 
like these are in deep trouble as Congress has become trapped 
in renewed deficit-cutting mania and risky political posturing 
around raising the debt ceiling.  

While we should be trimming spending where we can (the 
bloated Pentagon budget is one place!), we should be clear 
about one thing:  lofty austerity measures have not helped our 
economy in the past, nor in European countries in the current 
crisis.  What we ought to do is create more jobs and stimulate 
the economy through much-needed projects like infrastructure 
improvements, which help far more than austerity efforts.  Pres. 
Roosevelt used such a strategy to get the U.S. moving out of the 
Great Depression; we need to push government to do so now.  

hunger:   Sadly, enormous pressure will be on Congress to 

make big cuts in programs that address hunger and poverty, at 
home and abroad. Medicare, Medicaid, and Social Security face 
the most serious threat since their creation. Please help your 
friends and congregation members grasp these realities and 
push for jobs and a Circle of Protection around aid for the poor 
and vulnerable. For updates and advocacy ideas: www.sojo.net   
www.bread.org www.circleofprotection.us www.elca.org/hunger  
For links & other help:  www.lutheranpeace.org  lpf@ecunet.org 

 

a dynamic, visual presentation of the big picture: 
LPF has updated a computer activity that so far has received 
rave reviews for bringing alive the shocking imbalance in U.S. 
funding for diplomacy and development aid as alternatives to 
military tools for engaging our world.  LPF members can get 
copies of the 2013 version including a newly updated leaders 
guide with handouts for a variety of settings.  

More than a million people have used this and related LPF 
activities in the past decade! LPF computer activities are simple 
to use, visual, and flexible.  They also work great with a larger 
group when you use a projection screen up front.  

To request the updated activity on CD, contact our national 
coordinator, Glen Gersmehl: lpf@ecunet.org or 206.349.2501. 

http://www.circleofprotection.us/index1.html


Urgent Advocacy Alert                               

In the next weeks, many crucial programs that help those most 
in need will be significantly affected by Washington, DC politics.  

Recent ‘fiscal cliff’ negotiations did some good:  unemployment 
benefits were extended for a year.  Programs that help low paid 
workers – the child tax credit, earned income credit and tuition tax 
credits – were extended.  Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid 
weren’t touched.  For now.  But many programs like these are in 
deep trouble as Congress is dominated by renewed deficit-cutting 
mania and risky political posturing around raising the debt ceiling.  

While we should trim spending where we can (the Pentagon is 
one place!), austerity measures haven’t saved the economy in our 
past, nor in European nations in the current crisis.  What they do  
is hurt the poor and vulnerable, increase inequality, and slow down 
economic recovery.  What we should be doing is creating jobs and 
stimulating the economy with needed projects like infrastructure       1-13 
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improvements, which would help far more than austerity efforts. 
Roosevelt used such a strategy to get the country moving out of 
the Great Depression; Obama should be empowered to do so now.  

Sadly, enormous pressure will be on Congress to make big 
cuts in programs that address hunger and poverty, at home and 
abroad.  Medicare, Medicaid, and Social Security face the most 
serious threat since their creation.  Please help your friends and 
congregation members grasp these realities and push for jobs and 
a Circle of Protection around aid for the poor and vulnerable.  The 
Circle of Protection is a priority for LPF, Sojourners, Bread for the 
World, and leaders of 65 churches and groups including the ELCA.  

A letter or email to elected officials need not be complicated or 
long: 4 or 5 sentences, written in a few minutes, can do the job just 
fine.  Join people of faith across the nation in standing up for the 
most vulnerable.  For updates and advocacy ideas:  www.sojo.net   
www.bread.org  www.circleofprotection.us  www.elca.org/hunger  
For links and other help: www.lutheranpeace.org  lpf@ecunet.org 
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